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Notice of Fee Increase on October 1, 2003 

If a reply to a "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due" is filed in the Office on or after October 1 , 20D3, then the 
amount due will be higher than that set forth in the "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due" since there will be an 
increase in fees effective on October 1 , 2003. gge Revision fif Patent Fees for Fiscal Year 2004: Final Rule* 68 Fed. 
Reg. 41532, 41533, 41534 (July 14, 2003). 

The cuirent fee schedule is accessible from (http://%^'ww.uspto.gov/maiii/howtofees.htm). 

If the fee paid is the amount shown on the "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due" but not the correct amount in view 
of the fee increase, a "Notice of Pay Balance of Issue Fee" will be mailed to applicant. In order to avoid processing 
delays associated with mailing of a "Notice of Pay Balance of Issue Fee," if the response to the Notice of Allowance 
is to be filed on or after October 1, 2003 (or mailed with a certificate of mailing on or after October 1, 2003), the 
issue fee paid should be the fee that is requited at the tune the fee is paid. If the issue fee was previously paid» and the 
response to the "Notice of Allowance atid Fee(s) Due" includes a request to apply a previously-paid issue fee to the 
issue fee now due, then the difference between the issue fee amount at the time the response is filed and the 
previously-paid issue fee should be paid. Ss£ Manual of Patent Examining Procedure . Section 1308.01 (Eighth 
Edition, August 2001). 

Effective October 1, 2003, 37 CFR 1.18 is amended by revising paragraphs (a) through (c) to read as set forth below. 
Section 1.18 Patent post allowance (including issue) tees, 
(a) Issue fee for issuing each original or reissue patent. 



except a design or plant patent: 

By a small entity (Sec. L27(a)) $665.00 

By other than a small entity $1,330.00 

(b) Issue fee for issuing a design patent: 

By a small entity (Sec. 1.27(a)) $240.00 

By other than a small entity $480.00 

(c) issue fee for issuing a plant patent: 

By a small entity (Sec. 1 .27(a)) $320.00 

By oflier than a small entity $640.00 



Questions relating to issue and piiblication fee payments should be directed to the Customer Service Center of the 
Office of Patent PubUcation at (703) 305-8283. 
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